We are grateful to Dr Kawamura for drawing our attention to his work, demonstrating ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligament in some Japanese patients with myotonic dystrophy. As Dr Kawamura notes, this phenomenon is common among Japanese, and the relationship to myotonic dystrophy in the cases described by him may therefore be fortuitous. Otherwise, this heterotopic calcium deposit is more likely to be related to basal ganglia calcification described by us than to the thickening of the calvarian bones. Clearly, however, further studies on calcium and bone metabolism in myotonic dystrophy are needed.

